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RLUK Strategy 2014-2019: Key Themes

• A Collective Approach: re-shaping the modern research library 
collection

• Nothing hidden, nothing lost, everything found: Exposing and exploiting 
our collections

• Open as standard: creating a new environment for scholarly 
communications

• Understanding the landscape: the role of libraries in research and 
researcher training

• A virtuous community: Nurturing leadership, innovation and skills 
throughout our libraries



A collective approach: re-shaping the modern research 
library collection

• Develop a distributed print, manuscript and archive 
collection across RLUK and beyond

• Promote a fair and efficient market for subscribed and 
purchased material

• Formulate a collective digitisation strategy across RLUK



Formulate a Digitisation Strategy across RLUK

• Work with international partners to develop a registry of digital 
surrogates to minimise redundancy in digitisation

• Promote good practice in long-term preservation of born-digital material

• Develop new business models for digitisation

IS THIS SUFFICIENT? WHAT ELSE COULD/SHOULD RLUK 
PRIORITISE? ARE THERE JISC CO-DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES EG 
NEW SOFTWARE TOOLS FOR EXPLOITING DIGITAL OBJECTS; 
SHOULD WE BE SEEKING TO SECURE FUNDING FROM GRANT-
GIVING BODIES ON A CONSORTIAL BASIS



Briefing paper by Christopher Pressler, December 2013 
offered ten themes to consider

• Shift from ‘special digital surrogates’ to mass programmes 
and back

• Copyright and commercial gain
• Sound and moving images
• Metadata standards
• Build or hire infrastructures



Ten themes cont’d

• Opportunities for collaboration
• Balance between teaching and research
• Social interpretation
• Role of agencies and foundations
• Design of online experiences



Special programmes-mass-back

• The Rylands Collection
• The Rylands Genizah Project
• University of Leeds Special Collections: Brotherton Literary 

Archives Project



Re-uniting a collection: Genizah Projects world-wide

Ben Ezra Synagogue 
Cairo whose genizah, 
discovered in the late 
nineteenth century 
contained documents 
from 10th to 19th

centuries.



• 15,000 fragments
• 22,000 images created with £360K AHRC funding 2006-2009
• Collections in UK at Cambridge, Oxford, BL
• None references the other







International repositories of Genizah Fragments

• Bibliotheque Nationale Francais, Paris
• University of Pensylvannia
• University of Princeton
• Harvard University
• Hebrew University, Jerusalem



University of Leeds Special Collections
Literary Archives Project
Digital Resources



Simon Armitage







First Folio Digital 
Resource



‘Sir Gawain’ 
online exhibition 
& learning 
resource© Paul Wolfgang Webster
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